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Introduction to the DLAB Test

Since the official Defense Language Aptitude Battery (DLAB) test is primarily
audio-based, we have crafted this audio study guide to closely simulate the real exam
experience. Our goal is not only to help you pass the test but to equip you to achieve
the highest possible scores. This study guide includes practice questions designed to
mirror the test atmosphere, allowing you to familiarize yourself with the types of

auditory challenges you will face.

This guide provides all the essential information and tools to help build your
confidence as you prepare for the DLAB. With an immersive audio format, it aims to
develop your auditory processing, memory recall, and language analysis skills—the
core abilities tested on the DLAB. By working through this study guide, you’ll feel

prepared and ready to excel when test day arrives.

Rest assured that the following questions are meticulously crafted to enhance
your knowledge and skills in the DLAB Test, empowering you to achieve the
highest possible grades.



Chapter 1: About the DLAB Test

The Defense Language Aptitude Battery (DLAB) test is an essential exam used by the U.S.
military to assess an individual’s ability to learn foreign languages. It evaluates not language
knowledge, but the potential to acquire new languages through pattern recognition and
grammatical application. In this chapter, we will explore what the DLAB is, who needs to

take it, why it is important, how it is scored, and its overall format and structure.

What is the DLAB Test?

The DLAB is a standardized test designed to measure an individual’s aptitude for learning
new languages. It uses a series of questions based on invented languages to assess how well
you can pick up on linguistic patterns, including sound, structure, and grammar. The goal of

the test is to gauge how quickly and effectively you can learn an unfamiliar language.

Unlike most language proficiency exams, the DLAB does not focus on your existing
knowledge of any specific language. Instead, it uses a set of artificial languages to assess
cognitive skills related to language learning. This unique approach allows the test to measure
inherent abilities like pattern recognition, memory, and the application of abstract

grammatical rules.

Who Takes the DLAB Test?

The DLAB test is mandatory for individuals who seek to enroll in military language
programs, particularly those offered by the Defense Language Institute (DLI). These
programs train military personnel in high-demand languages like Arabic, Chinese, Russian,
and Korean. Anyone who wants to become a military linguist or translator, or anyone whose
role involves extensive language training (such as in intelligence or special operations), must

take the DLAB.

In addition to those pursuing language-specific roles, some branches of the military require
certain personnel to take the DLAB if they may need to work with foreign languages in their
career path. This includes certain intelligence positions or special forces members who may

need to communicate with non-English-speaking populations during missions.



Why is the DLAB Test Important?

The DLAB test plays a critical role in determining an individual's suitability for learning
foreign languages in a military context. It helps identify those who have the cognitive skills
necessary for rapid language acquisition, a key competency in roles that involve translation,

intelligence gathering, and cross-cultural communication.
1. Qualification for Language Programs:

Achieving a high score on the DLAB is essential for being accepted into language
training programs, particularly at the Defense Language Institute. Without a passing
score, you may not be eligible to learn certain languages that are crucial to specific

military assignments.
2. Determining Language Assignments:

A higher DLAB score can qualify you for more challenging languages. The military
categorizes languages into difficulty levels, and your DLAB score may determine
which language you are assigned to study. Languages like Spanish or French,
considered easier for English speakers, require a lower DLAB score, while more

difficult languages like Arabic or Mandarin require a higher score.
3. Career Advancement Opportunities:

Successfully passing the DLAB opens doors to specialized positions within the
military. Roles like cryptologic linguist or intelligence specialist may require
proficiency in foreign languages. Achieving a high DLAB score can also lead to pay

incentives and greater career growth.
4. Critical Skill Development:

Even beyond military service, learning a foreign language is a highly marketable skill.
Those who perform well on the DLAB and go on to study a language at the DLI
acquire valuable communication skills that are in high demand, both in military and

civilian careers.



How is the DLAB Test Scored? (Interpreting Your Score)

The DLAB is scored on a scale ranging from 0 to 164, with the average score falling between
85 and 130. The score reflects how well you performed on the test’s pattern recognition,
grammar, and logic questions. The DLAB score you receive not only determines your

eligibility for language programs but also the types of languages you can study.

Interpreting DLLAB Scores:

e Category I Languages (e.g., Spanish, French): A minimum score of 95 is typically
required to qualify for these languages, which are considered less complex for English
speakers.

e Category Il Languages (e.g., German, Indonesian): A score around 100 is often
necessary to qualify for intermediate-level languages.

e Category III Languages (e.g., Russian, Arabic): A minimum score of 105 is needed
for more challenging languages that have different linguistic structures compared to
English.

e Category IV Languages (e.g., Mandarin, Korean): The most difficult languages

require a score of at least 110 or higher.

Your score will determine which language category you are eligible to study. Higher scores
offer more language options and often come with better career opportunities, while lower

scores may limit your eligibility to easier languages.

Score Breakdown:

e (0-94: Typically not eligible for language programs, though some exceptions may be
made for easier languages in specific branches.

® 95-104: Eligible for Category I languages (e.g., Spanish, Italian).

e 105-109: Eligible for Category II or III languages (e.g., Russian, Arabic).

e 110-164: Eligible for Category IV languages (e.g., Chinese, Korean).



What is a Good DLAB Score?

A "good" DLAB score can vary depending on the branch of service and the specific program
requirements. While competitive programs like the Olmsted Program and the Foreign Area
Officer Program require a minimum score of 110, with averages for admitted applicants

around 127 and 122.

Respectively, some military branches may accept lower scores. For instance, the Marines

accept scores as low as 90 for Category I and Category II languages.

Ultimately, aiming for the highest score possible is best, as a higher score improves your

eligibility for selective programs and positively impacts your military career.

DLAB Test Format and Structure

The DLAB test is divided into two primary sections: the audio portion and the visual portion.
Each section evaluates different cognitive skills related to language learning, such as sound

recognition, visual pattern recognition, and the ability to apply grammatical rules.

1. Audio Section:

The audio section is the first part of the test, focusing on your ability to recognize patterns in
sound. You will hear sequences of sounds in a made-up language, and your task is to identify
the relationships between these sounds, apply hypothetical grammatical rules, and predict the

next sounds in a series.

o Types of Questions: Questions in this section might ask you to listen to a sentence in

a fictional language and choose the correct translation based on the sounds you’ve

heard.

2. Visual Section:
The visual section tests your ability to recognize and analyze visual patterns. You will be
presented with shapes, symbols, or images that follow specific rules or patterns, and you’ll be

asked to apply these rules to predict or identify the next visual sequence.

o Types of Questions: Visual questions might involve selecting the correct symbol to

complete a pattern or interpreting a visual grammar rule applied to the images.



DLAB Scores and Military Career Opportunities in Detail

Understanding how your DLAB score affects your military career is crucial. The score
determines your eligibility for language training and can open doors to specialized roles
within the military that require foreign language proficiency. In this chapter, we'll explore
how DLAB scores are utilized and the career paths they influence.

The Significance of DLAB Scores
Eligibility for Language Training

The Defense Language Aptitude Battery (DLAB) scores are used to determine a
service member's eligibility for language training in accordance with Army
Regulation (AR) 611-6. A qualifying DLAB score is mandatory for enrollment in
language programs at the Defense Language Institute (DLI).

e AR 611-6 outlines the policies and procedures for personnel development programs,
including language training.

e Meeting the required DLAB score ensures that service members possess the aptitude
necessary to succeed in rigorous language courses.

Military Occupational Specialties (MOS) Requiring DLAB Scores

DLAB scores are also used for reclassification into specific Military Occupational
Specialties (MOS) that require language proficiency. According to Department of the
Army Pamphlet (DA PAM) 611-21, the following MOS require qualifying DLAB scores:

e MOS 37F — Psychological Operations Specialist
o Specialists who plan, coordinate, and conduct operations to convey selected
information to influence foreign audiences.

e MOS 35M - Human Intelligence Collector
o Formerly known as 97E, they collect information from human sources to aid
intelligence operations.

e MOS 35P - Cryptologic Linguist
o Formerly known as 98G, they intercept and analyze foreign communications
using advanced equipment.

Note: MOS designations can change; always refer to the most recent official military
publications for updated codes.



Taking the DLAB for Specific Programs and Career Paths

Special Forces Requirements

e Special Forces Qualifications:
o Certain roles within the Special Forces require language proficiency.
o A qualifying DLAB score is part of the selection criteria.
e Importance:
o Language skills enhance mission effectiveness in diverse cultural
environments.
o Proficiency allows for better communication and intelligence gathering.

The Olmsted Scholar Program

e Program Overview:
o The Olmsted Scholar Program provides officers the opportunity to study
abroad, learn a foreign language, and pursue graduate studies.
e DLAB Requirement:
o Applicants must take the DLAB to demonstrate language learning potential.
e Benefits:
o Scholars gain cultural immersion experiences, enhancing their leadership
capabilities.

Careers Necessitating Language Training

If you're aiming for roles that specifically require language expertise, the DLAB is a
necessary step.

Linguist

e Role:

o Interpret and translate foreign languages in support of military operations.
e Responsibilities:

o Provide accurate translations of written and spoken material.

o Assist in communications with foreign nationals.

Cryptologic Linguist

e Role:
o Intercept and analyze foreign communications.
o Responsibilities:
© Monitor transmissions.
o Identify essential information critical to intelligence missions.
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Signals Intelligence Specialist

e Role:

o Collect and analyze signal intelligence from foreign sources.
e Responsibilities:

o Operate sophisticated equipment.

o Decode and interpret signal data.

Cryptographer

e Role:

o Work with codes and ciphers to protect sensitive information.
o Responsibilities:

o Develop encryption algorithms.

o Analyze and break foreign encryption codes when necessary.

Impact of DLAB Scores on Career Advancement

Expanding Opportunities

e Higher Scores Equal More Options:

o A high DLAB score may qualify you for languages in higher categories (I11

and IV), which are in greater demand.

o Proficiency in these languages can lead to assignments in strategic regions.

Incentives and Benefits

o Financial Incentives:

o Certain languages come with proficiency bonuses due to their critical

importance.
o Ongoing proficiency can lead to continued bonus pay.
e Career Advancement:

o Language skills are valuable for promotions and selection for specialized

assignments.

o Bilingual or multilingual service members are assets in multinational

operations.

11



Contributing to Mission Success

e Enhanced Communication:
o Language skills enable effective interaction with local populations and
coalition forces.
e Intelligence Gathering:
o Proficient linguists can access and interpret information not available through
other means.
e Cultural Understanding:
o Knowledge of a language often comes with cultural insights, improving
mission effectiveness.

12



Chapter 2: Understanding Language Aptitude

Language aptitude is a critical factor in determining how easily someone can learn a new
language. It refers to a set of cognitive abilities that enable individuals to acquire languages
more efficiently and effectively. In this chapter, we will explore the concept of language
aptitude, the key components that contribute to language learning ability, how the DLAB test

measures these abilities, and ways to improve your general language learning skills.

What is Language Aptitude?

Language aptitude refers to the natural ability or capacity to learn new languages. It is
different from language proficiency, which is the level of skill someone has in a language
they have already learned. Instead, language aptitude measures the potential to acquire new

languages, independent of one’s prior language experience or exposure.

This aptitude is not necessarily tied to intelligence; some highly intelligent individuals may
struggle with language learning, while others with average intelligence may excel. Language
aptitude encompasses several cognitive processes that are specific to language acquisition,

such as sound recognition, memory, and grammatical analysis.

Key researchers in language learning, such as John Carroll, have argued that language
aptitude is a distinct set of skills that can predict how easily an individual can learn a new
language. These skills include the ability to identify patterns in a language, understand

grammatical rules, and retain new vocabulary.

13



Key Components of Language Learning Ability

There are several key components that contribute to language aptitude. Understanding these
components will help you recognize the cognitive skills that are most important for language
learning and how they are tested in the DLAB.

1. Phonemic Coding Ability (Sound Recognition):

Phonemic coding ability is the capacity to recognize and remember the sounds of a
language. This involves distinguishing between subtle differences in pronunciation and
connecting sounds to meaning. This skill is critical because every language has its own
unique set of sounds, and learners must be able to differentiate between them to understand
and produce the language correctly.

In the DLAB, this skill is tested in the audio portion, where you are presented with
unfamiliar sounds and must recognize patterns or predict the next sound in a series.

2. Grammatical Sensitivity:

Grammatical sensitivity refers to the ability to understand and apply grammatical rules. It
involves recognizing how different parts of a sentence interact with each other and
understanding how words change form or position depending on their grammatical function
(such as subject, object, or verb). This skill is essential for language learners because every
language has its own unique grammar.

In the DLAB, grammatical sensitivity is tested through questions that ask you to apply
hypothetical grammar rules to made-up languages. This helps determine how well you can
learn and apply new grammatical structures in a language.

3. Rote Memory (Memory for New Words):

Memory, particularly the ability to remember new vocabulary and grammar rules, is crucial
in language learning. Language learners need to memorize large amounts of new information,
such as words, phrases, and grammatical forms, and recall them in real-time communication.

The DLAB indirectly tests your memory by presenting sequences of sounds or grammatical

rules that you must recall and apply later in the test. Those who excel in memory tasks tend to
perform better in language learning overall.

14



4. Inductive Language Learning Ability (Pattern Recognition):

Inductive learning is the ability to identify patterns and make inferences about rules based
on limited examples. This skill is particularly important in language learning because learners
are often exposed to incomplete information and must deduce the rules of a language based
on examples they encounter. In the DLAB, pattern recognition is tested both in the audio
and visual sections. You are presented with sequences of sounds or images, and your task is

to identify the underlying rules governing these patterns and apply them to new situations.

15



How the DLAB Test Measures Your Aptitude

The DLAB test is specifically designed to measure the cognitive abilities that are most
important for learning new languages. The test uses an artificial language to remove any
influence of prior language knowledge, ensuring that what is measured is your potential to
learn, rather than your experience with known languages. Here’s how the test measures the

key components of language aptitude:

1. Phonemic Coding Ability (Sound Recognition):

In the audio section of the DLAB, you will hear sequences of sounds in an unfamiliar
language. You are then asked to choose the correct pattern or identify the next sound in a
sequence. This section tests your ability to recognize subtle differences in sounds and recall

sound patterns, simulating the challenge of learning the sounds of a new language.

2. Grammatical Sensitivity:

The DLAB includes sections where you are required to apply invented grammatical rules to
sentences in the artificial language. The test assesses your ability to quickly understand new
grammar structures and apply them to different contexts, which mirrors the challenge of

learning and applying the grammar of an unfamiliar language.

3. Rote Memory (Memory for New Words):

The DLAB indirectly measures your memory by asking you to recall sound sequences or
grammatical rules after hearing them once. This simulates the task of memorizing new
vocabulary or grammar rules in a foreign language and applying them in conversation or

writing.

4. Inductive Learning (Pattern Recognition):

Both the audio and visual sections of the DLAB require you to identify patterns in sound
and image sequences. The test challenges you to make inferences based on the examples
provided and to apply these patterns to new situations, measuring your ability to learn

inductively from limited exposure.

16



Improving Your General Language Learning Skills

While language aptitude is often considered a natural ability, there are several ways to
improve your general language learning skills, which can enhance your performance on the
DLAB and help you succeed in learning new languages.

1. Practice Active Listening:

Developing your listening skills is one of the most effective ways to improve your language
learning ability. Active listening involves focusing intently on the sounds and structures of a
language and analyzing what you hear. You can practice active listening by listening to audio
in foreign languages, even if you don’t understand the meaning. This will train your brain to
recognize patterns in sounds and develop better phonemic coding skills.

2. Expose Yourself to New Grammar Rules:

To improve your grammatical sensitivity, try learning the basics of languages with different
grammatical structures than your own. For example, if you speak English, study languages
like German, Russian, or Japanese, which have very different grammar rules. This will help
you become more comfortable with applying unfamiliar grammar rules.

3. Develop Memory Techniques:

Improving your memory is crucial for language learning. Techniques such as mnemonics,
flashcards, and spaced repetition can help you retain new information more effectively. You
can use these methods to practice remembering sequences of sounds or words, which will
improve your performance on the DLAB and in language learning in general.

4. Practice Pattern Recognition:

Since the DLAB heavily tests your ability to recognize patterns, practice logic puzzles,
pattern-based games, and problem-solving exercises. This will help you become more
comfortable with identifying and applying patterns in new situations, a skill that is critical in
language learning.

5. Simulate the DLAB Test Environment:

To prepare specifically for the DLAB, you can simulate the test environment by creating or
finding practice exercises that challenge your ability to recognize sound patterns, apply
made-up grammar rules, and recall sequences of information. The more familiar you are with
these kinds of tasks, the better you will perform on the actual test.

17



Chapter 3: DLAB Practice Test

PART 1: Audio Practice test

The Strategies to Study the Audio Portion

The audio portion of the DLAB is designed to test your ability to recognize and predict patterns in
sounds from an unfamiliar language. Unlike traditional language exams, the DLAB doesn’t measure
your proficiency in a known language but instead evaluates your potential to learn new languages by
identifying relationships between sounds. To succeed in this portion, you need a combination of

listening skills, memory, language analysis, and an understanding of basic grammar structures.

This chapter will cover strategies to excel in each of these areas, breaking them down into four key

sections: Sound Recognition, Memory, Language Analysis, and Grammar Structures.

1. Sound Recognition

What is Sound Recognition in the DLAB?

The first step in succeeding in the audio portion of the DLAB is recognizing and differentiating
between sounds. You will be presented with a series of made-up words or syllables, and your task will
be to identify patterns in these sounds. This could involve identifying which sounds belong together,

spotting repetitive patterns, or predicting the next sound in a sequence.

18



Strategies for Sound Recognition:

1. Focus on Sound Patterns:

The DLAB audio section typically presents sequences of sounds or syllables that follow a specific,
predictable pattern. Train your ear to listen for repeated sounds or syllable structures. For example,
you may hear certain vowel or consonant combinations repeated in different words. By recognizing

these patterns, you can quickly identify the rule governing the sounds.

2. Train Your Ear with Foreign Sounds:

Although the DLAB uses an artificial language, practicing with unfamiliar sounds from real-world
languages can improve your ability to differentiate between sounds. Languages like Arabic,
Mandarin, or Russian, which may use sounds not found in English, can help you attune to the idea of

hearing patterns in new syllables.

3. Listen for Differences, Not Meanings:

In the DLAB, you’re not listening for meaning, but for structural differences between sounds. Focus
on listening for variations in pitch, length, or order of syllables. For example, does the sound change
in tone or pattern when a certain syllable is added or removed? These subtle changes will often hold

the key to answering questions correctly.

4. Practice Active Listening:

Practice active listening by focusing on every sound in a sequence. This will train your brain to stay
engaged with the audio material rather than letting your mind wander. You can develop this skill by
listening to fast-paced or complex audio materials, such as podcasts in foreign languages or classical

music with intricate sound patterns.

19



Audio Sound Recognition Practice Test

Copy The Password: -

Listen Now To Sound Recognition
Practical Questions Online

- these pages Protected by Password is: _
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1. Stress Pattern Identification:

e What It Is: Stress patterns involve variations in loudness, pitch, and duration that
emphasize specific syllables within a word. Understanding these patterns is crucial as
they often affect meaning.

e How to Study: Listen to recordings in various languages, focusing on which syllables
are stressed in different words. Pay attention to patterns, especially in tonal languages,
which have specific stress variations. Practice by listening to non-native audio and
repeating words while emphasizing the correct syllables.

Stress Pattern Identification - practice test:

1: In the word "table", which syllable is stressed?
A. First

B. Second

C. Third

D. Fourth

2: In "banana", which syllable has stress?
A. First

B. Second

C. Third

D. Fourth

3: Which word has stress on second syllable?
A. butter

B. today

C. basket

D. pencil

4: Which word has third syllable stress?
A. beautiful

B. elephant

C. kangaroo

D. happiness

5: In "butterfly", where is the stress?
A. First

B. Second

C. Third

D. Fourth

21



6: In "computer", where is the stress?
A. First

B. Second

C. Third

D. Fourth

7: Which word has first syllable stress?
A. puppy

B. around

C. below

D. agree

8: Which word has first syllable stress?
A. monkey
B. machine
C. between

D. complete

9: In "tomato", which syllable has stress?
A. First

B. Second

B. Third

D. Fourth

10: In "elephant", which syllable is stressed?
A. First

B. Second

C. Third

D. Fourth

22



23

Answers & Explanations

1. Answer: A

Explanation: "TAble" has 2 syllables (TA-ble). The first syllable "TA" is stressed -
it's pronounced longer and louder.

Most 2-syllable nouns in English stress the first syllable.

Try saying it both ways: TAble vs taBLE - the first sounds natural.

2. Answer: B

Explanation: "baNAna" has 3 syllables (ba-NA-na). The stress is on "NA", the
second syllable.

In 3-syllable words ending in 'a', the stress typically falls on the second syllable.

Like "toMAto", this follows a common pattern.

3. Answer: B

Explanation: "toDAY" has 2 syllables (to-DAY). The second syllable "DAY" is
stressed. This follows the pattern of most 2-syllable verbs and prepositions having
second-syllable stress.

Compare: BUTter (noun, first syllable), toDAY (preposition/verb, second syllable).

4. Answer: C

Explanation: "kangaROO" has 3 syllables (kang-ga-ROO). The final syllable "ROO"
is stressed, making it louder and longer.

Most words ending in "00" stress that syllable.

Compare: kangaroo vs KANgaroo - final stress sounds natural.

5. Answer: A

Explanation: "BUTterfly" has 3 syllables (BUT-ter-fly). As a compound word (butter
+ fly), it follows the rule that compound nouns usually stress the first part.

The "BUT" is clearly stronger when spoken.

Try saying it: BUTterfly vs butTERfly vs butterFLY - first syllable stress sounds
correct.

6. Answer: B

Explanation: "comPUter" has 3 syllables (com-PU-ter). The middle syllable "PU" is
stressed. Words ending in "-er" often stress the syllable before the ending. Say it:
COMputer vs comPUter - middle stress is correct.
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7. Answer: A

Explanation: "PUppy" has 2 syllables (PU-ppy). Like most 2-syllable nouns, it
stresses the first syllable.

The other options are verbs/prepositions (aROUND, beLOW, aGREE) which
typically stress the second syllable. Notice how we say PUppy, not puPPY.

8. Answer: A

Explanation: "MONkey" has 2 syllables (MON-key). As a 2-syllable noun, it follows
the pattern of first-syllable stress.

The other options are verbs or longer words with different stress patterns.

Try saying MONkey vs monKEY - first syllable stress is natural.

9. Answer: B

Explanation: "toMAto" has 3 syllables (to-MA-to). The stress falls on "MA", the
second syllable.

Many 3-syllable words in English stress the middle syllable. Say it aloud: TOmato vs
toMAto vs tomaTO - the middle stress sounds natural and correct.

10. Answer: A

Explanation: "Elephant" has 3 syllables (E-le-phant). The first syllable "E" is
stressed.

Many 3-syllable words ending in 'ant' stress the first syllable.

Compare: ELephant vs elePHANT - first syllable stress is standard pronunciation.



2. Minimal Pair Differentiation:

e What It Is: Minimal pairs are pairs of words or sounds that differ by only one
phonetic element, like “pin” and “bin” in English. These pairs test your ability to
discern subtle differences.

e How to Study: Find minimal pairs exercises in different languages, such as Spanish
(pata vs. bata) or Arabic (khabar vs. qabar). Practice identifying these differences in
audio exercises. Over time, you’ll become better at quickly recognizing subtle sound
variations.

1. Q: Listen to these two made-up words: "plin" and "klin". What sound differs between
them?

A. The initial consonant

B. The vowel

C. The final consonant

D. The stress

2. Q: In the pair "traf" and "trav", which sound changes?
A. The first consonant
B. The vowel
C. The last consonant
D. None of the above

3. Q: What's the difference between "slib" and "slip"?
A. The initial consonant
B. The vowel
C. The final consonant
D. The consonant cluster

4. Q: How do "glin" and "grin" differ?
A. In the first consonant
B. In the second consonant
C. In the vowel
D. In the final consonant

5. Q: What distinguishes "flam" from "flum"?
A. The initial consonant
B. The consonant cluster
C. The vowel
D. The final consonant

25
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Answers & Explanations

Upgrade to Access Detailed
Answers And Explanations.
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3. Vowel Length Recognition:

e What It Is: Vowel length refers to the duration a vowel is held. In many languages,
vowel length can change the meaning of a word.

e How to Study: Listen to examples of short and long vowel sounds in languages like
Japanese or Finnish, where vowel length is phonemically significant. Practice
identifying and reproducing the vowel length differences. This helps develop
sensitivity to phonetic details that are often tested on the DLAB.

Vowel Length Recognition - practice test:

1. Q: Which word has a longer vowel sound: "keet" or "kit"?
A. Keet
B. Kit
C. They are the same length
D. It's impossible to determine

2. Q: In the pair "fool" and "full", which word has a longer vowel sound?
A. Fool
B. Full
C. They are the same length
D. It depends on the accent

3. Q: Compare the vowel lengths in "bead" and "bid". Which is longer?
A. Bead
B. Bid
C. They are equal
D. It varies by dialect

4. Q: In the nonsense words "poom" and "pum", which has a longer vowel sound?
A. Poom
B. Pum
C. They are the same
D. It's context-dependent

5. Q: Which made-up word likely has the longest vowel sound?
A. Zik
B. Zeek
C. Zek
D. Zeak
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4. Identification different rhythm pattern:

e What It Is: Understanding stress patterns within actual languages enhances your
ability to recognize emphasis in a structured setting.

e How to Study: Use real language recordings to practice identifying stressed syllables
within words or sentences. Listening to poetry or songs in foreign languages, where
stress is often emphasized, can help you build recognition skills for varied stress
patterns.

Identification Different rhythm pattern - practice test:

1. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Gourmet

B. Compost

C. Future

D. Classic

2. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Memory

B. Holiday

C. External

D. Digital

3. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Recommend

B. Tobacco

C. Fantastic

D. Transmission

4. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Volunteer

B. Guarantee

C. Picturesque

D. Contribute

5. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Caravan

B. Develop

C. Pullover

D. Handicap
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6. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Subconscious

B. Remarry

C. Appreciate

D. Obstacle

7. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Circulation

B. Enthusiast

C. Apologize

D. Authority

8. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Economize

B. Combustible

C. Preoccupy

D. Refrigerator

9. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Adolescence

B. Explanation

C. Numerator

D. Preferential

10. Which word has a different rhythm pattern?
A. Inevitable

B. Navigational

C. Catholicism

D. Sophisticated
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2. Memory

Why is Memory Important in the Audio Portion?

The DLAB audio portion often presents sequences of sounds that you must hold in memory
as you analyze and predict patterns. Since the language and rules are unfamiliar, you’ll need
to rely on your short-term memory to keep track of the sounds and use them to identify
patterns. This section will help you with the entire DLAB test, so that you can control your
DLARB test time.

Strategies for Improving Memory for DLAB:

1. Chunking Information:

One of the most effective ways to improve memory is to break down long sequences of
sounds into smaller, more manageable chunks. This technique, known as “chunking,” allows
you to retain more information by grouping sounds into recognizable units. For example, if
you hear a series of syllables like "ka-la-ni," you can group them as one unit rather than three
separate sounds.

2. Repetition Practice:

Repetition helps reinforce memory, especially when dealing with unfamiliar material.
Practice listening to sound sequences and repeating them back to yourself. Start with shorter
sequences and gradually work your way up to longer, more complex patterns. You can use
language learning apps or audio recordings of foreign languages to practice this technique.

3. Use Mnemonics:

While the DLAB doesn’t rely on specific vocabulary, you can create associations to help
you remember sound patterns. For example, if a sequence of sounds reminds you of
something familiar (such as a melody or a word from a known language), use that association
to help you recall the sounds more easily.

4. Visualization:

Another useful technique is to visualize the sound patterns. You can imagine the sounds as
shapes, colors, or symbols in your mind. For example, if a sound is repeated frequently, you
might visualize a circle or wave pattern to represent that repetition. This mental imagery can
serve as a memory aid during the test.
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1. Made-up Word Recall:

What It Is: You’ll hear words or sounds in an unfamiliar language and need to recall them
later.

How to Study: Practice listening to sequences of invented words, repeating them back, and
testing yourself to see how many you can recall after a few seconds. This improves your
working memory for sounds and words, essential for success on the DLAB.

Made-up Word Recall - practice test:

1. Q: Remember these made-up words and their meanings: "flum" means (river), "kraz"
means (mountain), "vorp" means (forest). What does "kraz" mean?

A) River

B) Mountain

C) Forest

D) Ocean

2. Q: Recall these artificial words: "trin" means (book), "glop" means (pen), "frez" means
(paper). What is the word for "pen" mean?

A) Trin

B) Glop

C) Frez

D) Kraz

3. Q: Memorize: "zolk" means (red), "prim" means (blue), "nast" means (green). Which word
means "blue" mean?

A) Zolk

B) Prim

C) Nast

D) Flum

4. Q: Remember: "klef" means (hand), "bron" means (foot), "spit" means (head). What does
"spit" mean?

A) Hand

B) Foot

C) Head

D) Arm

5. Q: Recall these words: "murt" means (fast), "lopi" means (slow), "kred" means (medium).
What is the word for "slow" mean?

A) Murt

B) Lopi

C) Kred

D) Zolk
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2. Sound Pattern Recall:

What It Is: The DLAB may present you with sound sequences or rhythm patterns to
remember.

How to Study: Listen to recordings of short sequences of sounds, focusing on repeating and
retaining the order. You can also use apps that play random sounds and require you to repeat
the sequence to practice auditory pattern memory.

Sound Pattern Recall - practice test:

1. Q: Listen to this sound pattern: low-high-mid-high-low. Which sequence matches?
A) Low-high-mid-low-high
B) High-low-mid-high-low
C) Low-high-mid-high-low
D) Mid-high-low-high-low

2. Q: Remember this rhythm: short-long-short-short-long. Which matches?
A) Short-long-long-short-short
B) Short-long-short-short-long
C) Long-short-short-long-short
D) Short-short-long-short-long

3. Q: Recall this tone sequence: rising-falling-level-rising-falling. Which is correct?
A) Rising-falling-rising-level-falling
B) Falling-rising-level-falling-rising
C) Rising-falling-level-rising-falling
D) Level-rising-falling-rising-falling

4. Q: Remember this stress pattern: unstressed-stressed-unstressed-unstressed-stressed.
Which matches?

A) Unstressed-stressed-unstressed-unstressed-stressed

B) Stressed-unstressed-unstressed-stressed-unstressed

C) Unstressed-unstressed-stressed-unstressed-stressed

D) Stressed-unstressed-stressed-unstressed-unstressed
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3. Word Order Memory:

What It Is: The DLAB will often challenge you to remember the sequence of words within a
sentence or series of phrases.

How to Study: Try exercises with lists of random words. Listen to a list of unrelated words,
then write down or repeat the list. Gradually increase the number of words to enhance your
memory for sequences.

Word Order Memory - practice test:

1. Q: In this language, the word order is Verb-Object-Subject. Translate: "The dog means
(woof), chases means (zam), the cat means (miau)."

A) Woof zam miau

B) Zam miau woof

C) Miau zam woof

D) Zam woof miau

2. Q: If the order is Adjective-Noun-Verb, how would you say "The big means (lom), bear
means (gru), sleeps means (zix)"?

A) Gru lom zix

B) Lom gru zix

C) Zix lom gru

D) Lom zix gru

3. Q: In a language with Object-Verb-Subject order, translate: "The apple means (pom), eats
means (munch), the worm means (squi)."

A) Pom munch squi

B) Squi munch pom

C) Munch pom squi

D) Pom squi munch

4. Q: If the structure is Possessor-Possessed-Verb, how would you say "The cat's means
(miau), tail means (fluf), wags means (wag)"?

A) Miau fluf wag

B) Fluf miau wag

C) Wag miau fluf

D) Miau wag fluf

5. Q: In a language with Adverb-Subject-Object-Verb order, translate: "Quickly means (zip),
the boy means (lad), ball means (bol), throws means (toss)."

A) Zip lad toss bol

B) Lad zip bol toss

C) Zip lad bol toss

D) Toss zip lad bol
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4. Association Recall:

What It Is: This involves linking certain sounds with specific meanings or images.

How to Study: Pair sounds with images or actions and try to recall them later. For instance,
listen to a sound and associate it with an action (like “ba” with a hand wave). Practice
recalling the association to build auditory association skills.

Association Recall - practice test:

1. Q: If "kret" means "hot" and "pret" means "cold", what might "tret" mean?
A) Warm
B) Freezing
C) Boiling
D) Not enough information

2. Q: Given that "lin" means "water" and "lin-ka" means "ice", what might "lin-ko" mean?
A) Steam
B) River
C) Rain
D) Not enough information

3. Q: If "zom" means "house" and "zomel" means "apartment", what could "zomet" mean?
A) Mansion
B) Room
C) Building
D) Not enough information

4. Q: Given that "frup" means "fruit" and "frup-ni" means "apple", what might "frup-no"
mean?

A) Orange

B) Vegetable

C) Tree

D) Not enough information

5. Q: If "klo" means "to speak" and "klo-ma" means "to whisper", what could "klo-mi" mean?
A) To shout
B) To listen
C) To write
D) Not enough information
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3. Language Analysis

Grammar Review

To excel on the DLAB (Defense Language Aptitude Battery), it's essential to have a strong
understanding of English grammar. This knowledge is crucial not only to answer the
questions effectively but also to follow the test directions accurately. Strengthening your
grammar skills will significantly enhance your performance on the DLAB and benefit you in
any language learning endeavors, such as at the Defense Language Institute (DLI).

Below are key grammatical terms that you need to know and understand. Familiarity with
these terms will enable you to restructure sentences according to new grammar rules
presented in the test.

Basic Terms

Noun

A noun is a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea . Nouns can be concrete (tangible
things you can perceive with your senses) or abstract (intangible concepts or ideas).

Examples (nouns are in bold):

1. The book is on the table.
2. Freedom is precious.
3. The city lights twinkled at night.

Pronoun

A pronoun replaces a noun or another pronoun to avoid repetition and make sentences
smoother. Pronouns refer back to a noun previously mentioned, called the antecedent.

Examples (pronouns are in bold):

1. Sarah lost her keys, and she couldn't find them.
2. When the dog barked, it startled the neighbors.
3. The students studied hard because they wanted to pass.
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Article

An article is a word placed before a noun to indicate whether the noun is specific or
unspecific. The two types of articles are:

e Definite article: "the" (refers to a specific noun)
e Indefinite articles: "a" or "an" (refers to a nonspecific noun)

Examples (articles are in bold):

1. She adopted a puppy.
2. The sun rises in the east.
3. He ate an apple for breakfast.

Subject

The subject is the person, place, thing, or idea that performs the action or is described in the
sentence. It tells us what or whom the sentence is about.

Examples (subjects are in bold):

1. The teacher explained the lesson.
2. Birds sing in the morning.
3. Courage is essential for success.

Verb

A verb expresses an action, occurrence, or state of being. It tells us what the subject does or
is.

Examples (verbs are in bold):

1. The cat slept on the couch.
2. They are excited about the trip.
3. She runs every evening.
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Adjective

An adjective modifies or describes a noun or pronoun, providing more information about it.
Adjectives answer questions like which one?, what kind?, or how many?

Examples (adjectives are in bold):

1. The red balloon floated away.
2. He bought a new car.
3. Three happy children played outside.

Object

An object is the noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb . It is affected by what
the subject does.

Examples (objects are in bold):

1. She opened the window.
2. They built a house.
3. He gave her a gift.
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Direct and Indirect Objects

Understanding direct and indirect objects is crucial because they show how different
elements of a sentence interact, which is often tested on the DLAB.

Direct Object

A direct object receives the action of the verb directly. It answers the question "what?" or
"whom?" after the verb.

Formula: Subject + Verb + Direct Object
Examples (direct objects are in bold):

1. The boy kicked the ball.

o Subject: The boy
o Verb: kicked
o Direct Object: ball
2. She reads a book every night.

o Subject: She

o Verb: reads

o Direct Object: book
3. They visited the museum.

o Subject: They
o Verb: visited
o Direct Object: museum

Note: Not all sentences have a direct object. Intransitive verbs do not require one.
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Indirect Object

An indirect object indicates to whom or for whom the action of the verb is performed. It
comes between the verb and the direct object and answers the question '"to whom?" or "for
whom?"

Formula: Subject + Verb + Indirect Object + Direct Object
Examples (indirect objects are in bold):

1. She gave her friend a gift.

o Subject: She
o Verb: gave
o Indirect Object: her friend
o Direct Object: gift
2. He told them a story.

o Subject: He
o Verb: told
o Indirect Object: them
o Direct Object: story
3. We sent our parents a postcard.

Subject: We

Verb: sent

Indirect Object: our parents
Direct Object: postcard

o O O O

Note: An indirect object is only present if there is a direct object.
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Application in Sentence Structure

Understanding these grammatical components is vital because the DLAB may require you to
manipulate sentences based on new grammar rules. For instance, you might need to reorder
words, change the placement of adjectives, or modify sentence structures according to
specific instructions.

Example Exercise
Original Sentence:

o The diligent student studied the complex material.
Identifying Components:

e Subject: The diligent student
o Noun: student
o Adjective: diligent
e Verb: studied
e Direct Object: the complex material
o Noun: material
o Adjective: complex
o Article: the

Applying a New Grammar Rule:
Suppose the new rule states:

e Adjectives must come after the nouns they modify.
e The direct object comes before the verb.

Transformed Sentence:
o Student diligent material complex the studied.
Explanation:

e Subject: Student diligent
o Noun: Student
o Adjective after noun: diligent
e Direct Object moved before the verb: material complex the
o Noun: material
o Adjective after noun: complex
o Atrticle: the
e Verb remains at the end: studied
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How Language Analysis Applies to the DLAB Audio Section

The audio portion of the DLAB requires not just the ability to recognize sounds, but also to
analyze them for underlying rules. In this section, you will often be asked to apply
hypothetical grammatical rules to the made-up language based on the sounds you’ve heard.
The goal is to identify patterns and understand how the sounds are organized according to
certain "rules."

Strategies for Language Analysis:

1. Look for Consistency in Sound Changes:

Pay attention to how sounds change in different contexts. For example, a particular vowel
sound might always change when paired with a certain consonant, or the order of sounds
might follow a specific rule. Your job is to identify this consistency and apply it to new
examples.

2. Deductive Reasoning:

Use deductive reasoning to figure out the rules governing the sounds. If you notice that
every time you hear a certain sound, it is followed by a specific syllable, try to apply that
logic to the rest of the test. The DLAB rewards those who can quickly identify a rule and
apply it to predict new patterns.

3. Practice with Non-English Languages:

Since the DLAB is designed to test your ability to learn new languages, practicing with
unfamiliar languages will improve your ability to analyze unknown linguistic structures.
Listening to languages with different grammatical structures, such as German or Turkish, can
sharpen your skills in identifying rules.

4. Practice Problem-Solving with Patterns:

The audio portion requires you to solve pattern-based problems quickly. Familiarize
yourself with logic puzzles, language learning apps, or other tools that require you to think
critically and identify patterns. By practicing these skills outside of language contexts, you
can improve your overall ability to analyze and interpret new rules during the test.
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1. Grammatical Category Identification:

What It Is: This task involves categorizing words based on their English grammatical
function (e.g., nouns, verbs).

How to Study: Listen to sentences in languages you don’t understand and guess the
grammatical role of each word. Use your intuition to identify parts of speech based on
context clues.

Grammatical Category Identification - practice test:

1. Q: In the sentence "The zorb quickly slurped the gloop", what part of speech is "quickly"?
A) Noun
B) Verb
C) Adjective
D) Adverb

2. Q: In "The flimsy blorg drifted through the sky", what part of speech is "flimsy"?
A) Noun
B) Verb
C) Adjective
D) Adverb

3. Q: What part of speech is "zoop" in "The zoop bounced over the fence"?
A) Noun
B) Verb
C) Adjective
D) Preposition

4. Q: In "Gribbles often snark loudly", what part of speech is "snark"?
A) Noun
B) Verb
C) Adjective
D) Adverb

5. Q: What part of speech is "despite" in "The flurp succeeded despite the obstacles"?
A) Noun
B) Verb
C) Preposition
D) Conjunction
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2. Affix Analysis:

What It Is: Affixes are elements added to words to alter meaning. This section may test your
ability to recognize affixes and their functions.

How to Study: Familiarize yourself with affix use in various languages, such as prefixes and
suffixes. Practicing with examples from languages like Spanish or Swahili, which use affixes
extensively, will enhance your ability to recognize affix patterns in new languages.

Affix Analysis - practice test:

1. Q: If "lop" means "eat", "lopni" means "eater", and "lopka" means "edible", what might
"danni" mean if "dan" means "sing"?

A) Song

B) Singer

C) Singing

D) Singable
2. Q: Given that "vor" means "see", "vorel" means "visible", and "vorub" means "invisible",
what might "hearub" mean if "hear" means "listen"?

A) Audible

B) Inaudible

C) Listener

D) Hearing

3. Q: If "trak" means "move", "traken" means "movement", and "trakop" means "movable",
what could "flipop" mean if "flip" means "turn"?

A) Turning

B) Turner

C) Turnable

D) Turned

4. Q: Given "glib" (speak), "glibam" (speaker), and "glibor" (speech), what might "dancor"
mean if "danc" means "jump"?

A) Jumper

B) Jumpable

C) Jump

D) Jumping

5. Q: If "plex" means "build", "plexify" means "to construct", and "plexification" means
"construction", what might "simplification" mean?

A) To simplify

B) Simple

C) Simplifier

D) The process of making simple
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3. Syntactic Relationship Recognition:

What It Is: This involves recognizing relationships between words in a sentence, such as
subject-verb or noun-adjective agreements.
How to Study: Listen to short sentences in unfamiliar languages and try to identify which
words seem to be linked. Analyzing sentence structures helps you grasp syntactic
relationships that may appear in the DLAB.

Syntactic Relationship Recognition - practice test:

1. Q: If "zom krel fip" means "the cat sleeps'’, what does "krel" likely mean?
A) The
B) Cat
C) Sleeps
D) Zom

2. Q: Given "blurp meki zorf" means "blue sky shines", what does ""meki'" probably
mean?

A) Blue

B) Sky

C) Shines

D) The

3. Q: If "lop krin zarf" translates to '"the bird flies', what is the meaning of "zarf"?
A) The
B) Bird
C) Flies
D) Lop

4. Q: In the phrase "grop flim zork", if "grop" means "angry" and "zork'" means
"dog", what does "flim" likely mean?

A) The

B) Is

C) Barks

D) Very

5. Q: If "Kkip norf blim" means "she reads books", what is the probable meaning of
"norf"?

A) She

B) Reads

C) Books

D) Kip
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4. Language Rule Extrapolation:

What It Is: The DLAB tests your ability to infer language rules based on limited examples.
How to Study: Practice with examples from languages you don’t know, like Esperanto or
Lojban. Analyze the structure, identify patterns, and deduce the rules that govern the
language, helping you quickly recognize similar structures on the DLAB.

Language Rule Extrapolation - practice test:

1. Q: In this language, "ba" means "I go", "be" means "you go", and "bo" means "he/she
goes". What might "bu" mean?

A) We go

B) You (plural) go

C) They go

D) It goes

2. Q: If "mika" means "my book", "mike" means "your book", and "miko" means "his/her
book", what might "miku" mean?

A) Our book

B) Your (plural) book

C) Their book

D) Its book

3. Q: Given that "lop" means "eat", "lopin" means "ate", and "lopan" means "will eat", what
might "danin" mean if "dan" means "sing"?

A) Sang

B) Will sing

C) Is singing

D) Singer

4. Q: If "krez" means "big", "kreza" means "bigger", and "krezo" means "biggest", what
might "smalla" mean if "small" means "small"?

A) Smaller

B) Smallest

C) Very small

D) Not small

5. Q: In this language, "fip" means "cat", "fipik" means "cats", and "fipok" means "kittens".
What might "dogok" mean if "dog" means "dog"?

A) Dogs

B) Puppies

C) Big dog

D) Dog house
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5. Fictitious Language Rules:

What It Is: Understanding and applying rules in a made-up language is crucial for the
DLAB.

How to Study: Try creating your own artificial language rules, then practice applying them.
Familiarizing yourself with constructed languages like Klingon or Dothraki can give you
insight into how fictitious languages are structured.

Fictitious Language Rules:
1. Prefixes:

o "Mar-" indicates something related to time (e.g., past, future).
o "Vel-" indicates a quality or state.
o "Sar-"indicates an action.

2. Suffixes:

o "-ton" denotes a person associated with an action or state.
o "-lux" denotes objects or concepts.
o "-mex" indicates plural forms.

3. Root Words:

o "glin" relates to light or vision.

o "farn" pertains to movement or travel.

o "zep" relates to learning or knowledge.
4. Combination Rules:

o Combining a prefix, root, and suffix forms a complete word.
o The meaning of words can be altered by mixing different prefixes and suffixes
with the same root.

Question 1: What does the word "Marglinton" mean in the fictitious language?

A) A knowledgeable person

B) A person associated with future vision
C) An object of light

D) A past event

Question 2: Choose the meaning of "Velglinlux" from the options below:

A) A vision-enhancing tool
B) A quality of brightness
C) An ancient light

D) A state of clarity
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Question 3: What does "Sarfarnmex" signify in the fictitious language?

A) Actions of traveling
B) Multiple travelers
C) Pathways

D) Speed of movement

Question 4: The term "Velfarnlux" would best be described as:

A) A travel document

B) A quality of movement
C) An ancient journey

D) A bright pathway

Question 5: In this language, what does "Marzepmex" mean?

A) Future teachings

B) Past learning experiences
C) Multiple future learnings
D) Books about the future

Question 6: Select the correct meaning of "Sarglinton":

A) Light-creating machine
B) Person who acts towards light
C) Enlightenment period

D) Action of dimming light
Question 7: What does "Velzepmex" refer to?

A) Multiple states of knowledge
B) Quality educational books
C) Enlightened groups

D) Philosophical ideologies
Question 8: The word "Marfarnton" translates to:

A) A past traveler
B) A now traveler
C) An ancient movement artifact

D) A person predicting travel
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Question 9: Identify the correct meaning of "Sarzepmex":

A) Multiple teachings

B) Actions towards learning
C) Educators

D) Learning methods

Question 10: What does the term "Velmarmex" signify?

A) Qualities of the past
B) Multiple future states
C) Ancient qualities

D) Future enhancements
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4. Grammar Structures

Understanding Grammar Structures in the DLAB Audio Section

The grammar section of the DLAB audio test evaluates your ability to recognize and apply
invented grammar rules. You won’t be familiar with these grammatical structures beforehand,
so you need to rely on your ability to deduce the rules based on the audio patterns you hear.

Strategies for Understanding Grammar Structures:

1. Identify the Rules from Examples:

The DLAB will often present you with several audio examples that follow a particular
grammatical rule. By analyzing these examples, you can deduce the underlying structure. For
example, if a verb always changes position when a noun is introduced, you can assume that
the rule is related to word order.

2. Pay Attention to Word Order and Suffixes:

Many of the grammatical structures in the DLAB involve changes in word order or the
addition of suffixes to indicate tense, number, or gender. For example, a verb might move to
the end of the sentence when a subject is introduced, or a noun might take on a new ending to
indicate plurality. Listen carefully for these changes and apply them as you progress through
the questions.

3. Apply the Rule to New Examples:

Once you’ve identified a grammatical rule, apply it consistently to new examples. The
DLAB is designed to test how well you can learn and adapt to new grammar rules, so the
faster you can pick up on these rules, the better your score will be. Always look for
opportunities to apply the rule to similar scenarios.

4. Use Practice Exercises:

You can improve your understanding of unfamiliar grammar structures by practicing with
language exercises in languages that use different grammar rules than English. Languages
like Japanese, Korean, or Latin, which have unique word order or case endings, are good
practice for the kind of unfamiliar grammatical structures you’ll encounter on the DLAB.
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By mastering the strategies in this chapter—sound recognition, memory enhancement,
language analysis, and understanding grammar structures—you will be well-prepared for the
audio portion of the DLAB. It is a challenging section that requires active listening, quick
thinking, and adaptability, but with practice, you can significantly improve your performance.
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Audio Grammar Structures Practice Test

Listen Now To Grammar Structures
Practical Questions Online
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1. Verb Conjugation Pattern:

What It Is: Identifying verb conjugation patterns in fictitious languages tests your ability to
infer how verbs change based on tense or subject.

How to Study: Practice with conjugation patterns in unfamiliar languages, such as Latin or
Finnish. Analyze how verbs change across different forms, helping you recognize patterns
that might appear on the DLAB.

Verb Conjugation Pattern - practice test:

1. Q: In this language, ""ko-run' means "I run', '""to-run' means "you run', and
"so-run' means ""he/she runs'. How would you say "they run'?

A) Vo-run

B) Lo-run

C) Do-run

D) Po-run

2. Q: Given "je-parle" (I speak), "tu-parle'" (you speak), "il-parle" (he speaks), what
might ""nous-parle'" mean?

A) You all speak

B) We speak

C) They speak

D) She speaks

3. Q: If "ga-swim" means "I swim", ""ge-swim'' means ""you swim'', and "go-swim"
means ""he/she swims'', how would you say "we swim'?

A) Gu-swim

B) Gi-swim

C) Gae-swim

D) Gua-swim

4. Q: In this system, '""mi-kant" means "I sing", ""ti-kant" means "you sing", and
"si-kant'" means "he/she sings'. How would you say "you all sing"?

A) Vi-kant

B) Ni-kant

C) Li-kant

D) Di-kant

5. Q: Given "ek-danse'" (I dance), "ak-danse" (you dance), "ok-danse" (he/she dances),
what might "uk-danse' mean?

A) We dance

B) You all dance

C) They dance

D) It dances
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2. Aspect Marking:

What It Is: Aspect refers to how an action relates to time, often indicated by specific
markers on verbs.

How to Study: Familiarize yourself with aspect markers by studying languages with clear
aspect distinctions, like Russian or Mandarin. Practice recognizing these markers, which will
aid your ability to spot similar elements on the DLAB.

Aspect Marking - practice test:

1. Q: If "kor" means "run", "kor-a'" means "is running', and "kor-e' means "has
run'', what might "kor-i" mean?

A) Will run

B) Ran

C) Runs

D) To run

2. Q: Given "mang" means (eat), ""mang-o'" means (is eating), "'mang-u' means (has
eaten), what might ""mang-a' mean?

A) Will eat

B) Ate

C) Eats regularly

D) To eat

3. Q: If "dorm" means "sleep', "dorm-i'" means "will sleep', and ""dorm-a'" means "is
sleeping", what might ""dorm-u'" mean?

A) Slept

B) Has slept

C) Sleeps

D) To sleep

4. Q: In this system, "parl' means "speak', ""parl-o'" means "is speaking", and
"parl-e" means "spoke'. What might "parl-i'"" mean?

A) Will speak

B) Has spoken

C) Speaks

D) To speak

5. Q: Given "skrib" means (write), ""skrib-a" means (writes), '"skrib-e'" means (wrote),
what might "skrib-u" mean?

A) Is writing

B) Will write

C) Has written

D) To write
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3. Conditional Structure:

What It Is: Conditionals express if-then scenarios, often using specific structures. The
DLAB may test your ability to identify these structures in an invented language.

How to Study: Learn conditional structures in other languages, such as French or German.
Pay attention to sentence construction, which can help you infer similar structures in fictitious
languages.

Conditional Structure - practice test:

1. Q: In this language, "si" marks the if-clause and "alors" marks the result. How would you
translate "If it's sunny, we go to the beach" using "soleil" for "sunny", "aller" for "go", and
"plage" for "beach"?

A) Si soleil, alors nous-aller plage

B) Alors soleil, si nous-aller plage

C) Si nous-aller plage, alors soleil

D) Soleil si, nous-aller plage alors

2. Q: Given "wenn" for if-clause and "dann" for result, how would you say "If I study, I pass
the exam" using "studieren" for "study" and "bestehen" for "pass"?

A) Wenn ich-bestehen, dann ich-studieren

B) Dann ich-studieren, wenn ich-bestehen

C) Wenn ich-studieren, dann ich-bestehen

D) Ich-studieren wenn, ich-bestehen dann

3. Q: In this system, "se" marks the if-clause and "entao" the result. How would you translate
"If it snows, the schools close" using "nevar" for "snow" and "fechar" for "close"?

A) Se nevar, entao escolas-fechar

B) Entao nevar, se escolas-fechar

C) Se escolas-fechar, entao nevar

D) Nevar se, escolas-fechar entao

4. Q: Given "eger" for if-clause and "akkor" for result, how would you say "If you call, I'll
answer" using "hiv" for "call" and "valaszol" for "answer"?

A) Akkor te-hiv, eger én-valaszol

B) Eger te-hiv, akkor én-valaszol

C) Eger én-valaszol, akkor te-hiv

D) Te-hiv eger, én-valaszol akkor

5. Q: In this language, "jika" marks the if-clause and "maka" the result. How would you
translate "If it rains, the plants grow" using "hujan" for "rain" and "tumbuh" for "grow"?
A) Hujan jika, tanaman-tumbuh maka
B) Maka hujan, jika tanaman-tumbuh
C) Jika tanaman-tumbuh, maka hujan
D) Jika hujan, maka tanaman-tumbuh
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4. Fictitious Language: Basic Grammar Rules:

What It Is: The DLAB will introduce you to unique grammar rules you must follow to
answer questions correctly.

How to Study: Practicing with made-up grammar rules can help. Experiment with new rules
in constructed languages to develop an adaptable approach to language rules, which is crucial
for performing well on the DLAB.

Fictitious Language: Basic Grammar Rules - practice test:

1. Sentence Structure: Subject-Verb-Object (SVO)
2. Pronouns:
o I."Mi"
o You: "Tu"
o He/She/lIt: "Li"
o We: "Ni"
o They: "Si"
3. Verb Conjugations:
o Present tense: Add "a" to the root verb.
o Past tense: Add "o" to the root verb.
o Future tense: Add "e" to the root verb.
4. Nouns: No gender, singular and plural are the same.
Adjectives: Placed before the noun.
6. Questions: Formed by adding “Ka” at the beginning of a statement.

o
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1. What is the correct translation for "I eat an apple"?
A) Mi ka apela
B) Mi apela ka
C) Mi ete apela
D) Mi eta apela

2. How do you say "They will read a book"?
A) Sireda buko
B) Si rede buko
C) Si rede buki
D) Si reda buku

3. Which of the following means "You saw him"'?
A) Tuseo li

B) Tusea li

C)Tusoli

D) Tuso la

4. Form the question: "Did we find it?"
A) Ni fa ita ka
B) Kani fa ita
C) Kani fo ita
D) Ni fo ita ka

5. Translate "The big dog runs."
A) La granda dogo runa

B) La granda doga runa

C) La dogo granda runa

D) La granda dogo runda
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6. How do you say "She is writing a letter"?
A) Li writa letra

B) Li write letra

C) Li writo letra

D) Li writ letra

7. Which sentence correctly translates to '""We will run tomorrow"?
A) Ni rane tomoro

B) Ni runa tomoro

C) Ni rune tomoro

D) Ni rane tomorow

8. What is the correct question form for '"Do you love him?"
A) Katulovali
B) Tu lova li ka
C) Ka tu love li
D) Ka tu lova la

9. Translate "They ate the food".
A) Si eta la food

B) Si eta la foodo

C) Si eto la food

D) Si eto la foode

10. Which of the following means ""We see them''?
A) Ni sea si

B) Ni sa si

C) Ni so si

D) Ni se si
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5. passages

These passages will serve as a general test of all of the above.

Audio passages Practice Test

Listen Now To passages
Practical Questions Online

NOBES these pages Protected by Password is: e
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Translate these passages with Rules for Interpretation:

Passage 1:
Text phrase: "Liru minalo corat si vanu."
Rules for Interpretation:

"Liru" indicates an action.

"minalo" refers to a group.

"corat" is a verb meaning to help.

"si" is a conjunction that means "and".

"vanu" is an adjective meaning happy.
Question: What is the primary action described in the passage?

A) The group feels happy.
B) The group performs an action.
C) The group helps someone.

D) Someone helps the group.

Passage 2:
Text phrase: "Tenu virento gresu palin."
Rules for Interpretation:

"Tenu" indicates past tense.

"virento" refers to someone young.
"gresu" is a verb meaning to run.
"palin" is an adverb meaning quickly.

Question: Who did the action in the passage?

A) An old person

B) A young person
C) A group of people
D) The speaker
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Passage 3:
Text phrase: "Sarpi kento diro nalo."
Rules for Interpretation:

"Sarpi" indicates a negative action.
"kento" is a noun meaning book.
"diro" is a verb meaning to read.

"nalo" is an adverb meaning poorly.

Question: What does the passage indicate about the book?

e A) It is well-written.

e B) It was not read well.

e () It is about poor subjects.

e D) It is unpopular.
Passage 4:

Text phrase: "Freno bali firo jato."
Rules for Interpretation:

"Freno" implies a completed action.
"bali" refers to an individual.

"firo" is a verb meaning to create.
"jato" is an object meaning artwork.

Question: What did the individual do?

A) Bought an artwork.
B) Created an artwork.
C) Sold an artwork.

D) Critiqued an artwork.
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Passage S:

Text phrase: "Menso alto veri galo."

Rules for Interpretation:

"Menso" implies thinking or planning.

"alto" is an adjective meaning complex.
"veri" is a conjunction that enhances the adjective it follows.

"galo" is a noun meaning strategy.
Question: What kind of strategy is being discussed?

A) A simple strategy

B) An unsuccessful strategy
C) A very complex strategy
D) A well-known strategy
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Translated Passage in Fictitious Language

Blorx zibzab through the cluttered gubnik while zuttering to themzelf. "Flibzorb must be here
somewherb," Blorx mumbled, picking up a dented sprongle. A loud "Clangor!" echoed
through the dusty chambler, making Blorx jimp. "Blast the rickety grozzlix!" Blorx

exclaimed, tossing the sprongle aside.

1. What action did Blorx first take in the passage?
A) Jumped
B) Picked up a sprongle
C) Mumbled

D) Tossed a sprongle

2. What did Blorx do after hearing the '""Clangor"?

A) Muttered to themzelf
B) Picked up another sprongle
C) Jumped

D) Exclaimed about the grozzlix

3. What was Blorx looking for?

A) Flibzorb
B) A gubnik
C) A sprongle

D) Grozzlix
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4. How did Blorx express frustration?

A) By muttering to themzelf
B) By jumping
C) By looking for Flibzorb

D) By tossing the sprongle aside

5. What condition was the sprongle in when Blorx picked it up?

A) New
B) Shiny
C) Dented

D) Broken
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Translated Passage in Fictitious Language

Zorp hopped excitedly onto the flummox, its tiny flippers wiggling with anticipation. Today
was the day of the Gloop Games! Zorp had been practicing its blooping skills for weeks,
determined to win the coveted prize — a giant pile of scrumptious frobs. The starting signal, a
loud "Blam!" echoed through the arena, and Zorp launched itself into the air with a powerful

bloop. But alas, Zorp miscalculated the jump and landed with a plop in a pool of glurpy goop.

1. What event is Zorp participating in?

A) The Space Race

B) The Gloop Games

C) The Olympic Games
D) The Flummox Festival

2. What had Zorp been practicing for the event?

A) Running
B) Swimming
C) Blooping
D) Jumping

3. What was the prize Zorp hoped to win?

A) A trophy
B) A pile of frobs
C) A medal

D) A certificate
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4. How did Zorp start its performance in the games?

A) Running fast
B) Flying
C) Launching into the air with a bloop

D) Diving into water

5. What was the outcome of Zorp's jump?

A) It won the game
B) It performed perfectly
C) It landed safely on the ground

D) It landed in a pool of glurpy goop
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Translated Passage in Fictitious Language

Dax wandered through the bustling jix, its antennae twitching curiously. Colorful blops
buzzed around, filling the air with a cacophony of zips and zorps. Dax spotted a
glum-looking nibbly perched on a wobbly frob . The nibbly's droops drooped even lower, and
it let out a tiny whimper. Dax, ever the helper, scurried over and nudged the nibbly with its
fuzzy head.

1. Where is Dax located in the passage?

A) In a quiet forest
B) In a bustling jix
C) In an empty hallway

D) On a crowded beach

2. What behavior of Dax's antennae is described?

A) They were drooping
B) They were glowing
C) They were twitching curiously

D) They were still

3. What did Dax notice in the passage?

A) A loud noise
B) A glum-looking nibbly
C) A lost item

D) A dangerous obstacle
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4. What action did Dax take towards the nibbly?

A) It ignored the nibbly
B) It scurried over and nudged the nibbly
C) It shouted at the nibbly

D) It took a photo of the nibbly

5. How did the nibbly react to its situation before Dax intervened?

A) It was laughing
B) It was jumping around
C) It let out a tiny whimper

D) It started singing
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PART 2: Visual Practice test

The Visual Section of the DLAB is a unique challenge that tests your ability to integrate
visual information with linguistic concepts. By understanding the types of questions and

honing the key skills assessed, you can approach this section with confidence.

Strategies for Visual Section:

e Prepare with Relevant Exercises: Engage in activities that mirror the test's
demands.

e Strengthen Foundational Skills: Focus on grammar, pattern recognition, and
logical reasoning.

e Practice Under Simulated Conditions: Time yourself to become comfortable
with the test environment.

e Maintain a Positive Attitude: Confidence can significantly impact
performance.

By diligently applying these strategies and techniques, you'll enhance your ability to
perform well on the Visual Section of the DLAB and move closer to achieving your

language learning goals.
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SET 1

TOKA SINO LEKA BENO FIKO RONA ROKO DENO

Question 1:

Translate image

A. Toka deno
B. Leka deno
C. Roko sino
D. Roko beno
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Question 2:

Translate image

A. Fiko deno
B. Leka rona
C. Fiko beno

D. Roko rona

Question 3:

Translate image

A. Leka rona
B. Toka sino

C. Fiko beno
D. Leka deno
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SET 2

KIMO ZORA LAKO FONA MIRA KORO ROKA SENO

Question 1:

Translate image

A. Mira seno
B. Roka koro
C. Neka seno
D. Lako fona
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Question 2:

Translate image

A. Lako koro
B. Mira zora
C. Kimo fona

D. Roka zora

Question 3:

Translate image

=

A. Kimo fona
B. Lako seno
C. Roka zora
D. Mira fona
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Question 4:

Translate image

A. Mira seno
B. Kimo fona
C. Roka zora
D. Neka koro
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LARO BOKO MEKA DOMA SEKO TARA ROKA PONA

Question 1:

Translate image

A. Laro pona
B. Roka dora
C. Zena pona

D. Seko tara
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Question 2:

Translate image

A. Roka pona
B. Meka tara
C. Laro doma

D. Seko boko

Question 3:

Translate image

A. Seko doma
B. Meka pona
C. Roka boko

D. Laro tara
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Question 4:

Translate image

A. Laro doma
B. Roka tara

C. Seko boko
D. Meka boko
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Set 4

2

Lumi zhi feigo Haro tona ruki Mara feitoza Veta zhi nori

,9

Q 1: Translate the image below:

Image:

A. Humi feigo
B. Veti zhi taka
C. Lumi zhi taka

D. Mori tona zhi
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Q 2: Translate the image below:

A. Haro tona zaki
B. Veto zhi riko
C. Mara feitozo

D. Kara feito ruki

Q 3: Translate the image below:

A. Zeta zhi dyca
B. Veta zhi feigo
C. Huma zhi tako

D. Veta zhi naki
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Q 4: Translate the image below:

A. Lumi tona niki

B. Keta tona moki

C. Haro tona feiko

D. Veta zhi ruki
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Chapter 4: Additional Resources

1. Books:

If you want to expand your grammar learning, you can read these two sources.

1. Basic English Grammar For Dummies:

2. The Only Grammar Book You'll Ever Need:

2. videos:

you can listen to different educational videos we suggest this youtube playList

3. Official Website:

1. Army Credentialing and Continuing Education Services for Soldiers (ACCESS)

2. DLI's language guidelines

3. Languages Offered
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https://amzn.to/4dMOvVF
https://amzn.to/4037mIW
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLG1ZylOZtTH160RXZjsvRXL-qFC8UPjIw&si=bXUeV4q6ZU-2Zqz1
https://armyuniversity.edu/access/ArmyPersonnelTesting
https://www.ausa.org/articles/dlis-language-guidelines
https://www.dliflc.edu/about/languages-at-dliflc/

You can contact us for any inquiries via email
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